MY DIARY OF
DOORSTEP
DELIGHTS

Jillian Thorne

In this charming and evocative collection
of exquisite watercolours and reflections
arranged as month-by-month diary
entries, Jillian Thorne shares her joy in the
countryside and gardens and, in particulan
in the flowers and plants they contain.

“As the year unfolds | find myself making
pilgrimages to all those places that reveal
their seasonal wonders. The sight of the
first spring blooms has always made my
heart feel like bursting. As | wandered
freely here and there discovering the
glories of each month and trying to
capture their amazing forms with
photographs, drawings or water-colours,
| decided to record my thoughts and
feelings so that these visual delights,
sounds and scents would forever
remain in my memory.”

Jillian Thorne will be hailed as a modern
Edith Holden: this is a new Country Diary
for the twenty-first century, but yet one
that reveals and revels in the timeless
glories of the English landscape.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jillian Thorne was born and brought up
in Wellington in Somerset and attended
Bishop Fox’s Grammar School for Girls
at Taunton and the College of St
Matthias at Bristol. After a thirty year
career in Primary Schools in Kingston-

Upon-Thames and Barnes in Surrey and
Exeter and Kingskerswell in Devon she
took early retirement to discover the
essence of freedom and peace and to
indulge her passion for wild flowers.

This book is the fruition of her “attempts
to capture their elusive and fragile
beauty during those initial and blessed
days".
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MY DIARY OF DOORSTEP DELIGHTS

June 160h

A thouglie 1 wouli mali my way to Fast Portlenouth on vhis glovious June day. The
s of the road Bending s thic wlage of Souh Pool was picuresque, Goad wich
cottages edged with flowers and cobifestones. Ts 7 revnael the comer there was a
pink-wushed cottage with a red rose climbing to ti top of its gable end. A stream
tvicEled g cmd am ol Tay s svting outsid fer fome enfoing ehe suw. Aoy the
ereck tlic ride was in and two whiite swans commandeered the island By i bridge.
Stapping stonas crossd hie striane, a_piedowageail fopped along the Bank, svifts
swoaped {ow over i wager and a Reron paddiad by an o rowing foar, Under
Fomeysuekle fanging wantonly over an o stone wall there was & pegphols into o
garden wiiers twa ducks were wandering over a datsy-stroon Govn. What a fabubus
existence they fadi A yache was moored in the deep water around the fend, the sy
was dlar and Blise and Vi green filfs soped din to tic e of e water. Cattle
were Browsing, Becs were fammming, Birds were nwirtering and’ warer was lapping
avoundefie stones. Whiat a fabulous existence 1 was enjoying ar thar moment!

1 next drove along e varvow Gane Gestde vhe cre and sappad where the road
widened e fiowse a sipway, Wiite and 6 sail-faats with flags jangling on thic masts
visted calmly on the azure waters which the emerald wicat growing
an the hillide feyond. Quite a cool Brecze rippled i estuary. A man in navy be was
seairing fis tender and o small wing Boars s cach oter fom i o time,

Eventually 1 reached Sunny Cove. The water was i, bue 7 needad thvce dips
to Keep coull The flowers on ehe cfiff were sa prerry - wiiie daisics, cerise cranesbill]
B scabivus, Roneysuckle and wild roses, A boat veas meored off the feack afl the
afvernaon, e eventually saled away invo the sunse.

Jan ast
A explosion of firoworks signalled tfie Geginning of a new year as Big Ben roled irs
disp somorous sl chitmes. N tiere fs 5o ek to ok forward . The days are
Gigtiening ancl new (e (s emenging, My resotion is ro make sure tat 7 don's
s ay o s delgh.

i 21tk
Tl bl sy and sunsiing Gockoned me to my fveurice gardin at Darsingrom, to
see whiat this January fiad so far produced. The overnigiit frost fiad mefrad inso
sparting water dropies glazing tfie Gowns and festsoning e daney Branchies of the
trees. Winter jasmine grev by the gateway and early purpie irites hugged the stone
wall of th Great Hal, as if hiding from the cold, The first of the pale masee and

fy wrapped petals of the aarly fud pusied tfirough the grass under the
herrics. oo overing of snowalrops i agpared through the erusty sl of the
ank o display e drooping feais in veverence 1oyt anotficr year!

Example of a double-page spread.

Example of a double-page spread.




